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What is
eco-labelling?

Also know as Environmental Labelling, eco-labelling consists on attaching 

to a product an information seal with its environmental characteristics, in 

order to support purchasing decision.

www.ecosalt.org

Eco-labelling, also known as “Environmental Labelling”, consists on attaching an informative seal to a product. The seal 
states the environmental characteristics of the product. The environmental information provided through eco-labels can 
be in form of symbols, logos, text, or datasheets. 

The eco-labelling schemes can be developed by the first, second, third or fourth parties. The first party are the 
producers, the second party are the importers, wholesalers or distributors, the third party are non-interest 
parties such as NGOs, and the fourth party are international organisations. The detailed level of environmental criteria 
used for eco-labelling can be single/multiple aspects or data sheet of environmental profiles, depending on the type of 
eco-label applied.

The overall goal of eco-labelling is to provide information about environmental characteristics of products/
services to support purchasing decision for the product with less environmental impacts. The market-driven 
product declaration through eco-labels is aimed to stimulate environmental improvement, resulting in reduced stress on 
the environment.
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What is eco-labelling?

Eco-label is a label which identifies overall environmental preference of a product (i.e. good or service) within 
a product category based on life cycle considerations. In contrast to a self-styled environmental symbol or 
claim statement developed by a manufacturer or service provider, an eco-label is awarded by an impartial 
third party to products that meet established environmental leadership criteria.

Eco-labelling is only one type of environmental [performance] labelling, and refers specifically to the provision 
of information to consumers about the relative environmental quality of a product. There are many different 
environmental performance labels and declarations being used or contemplated around the world. Figure 14 
shows various types of labels that currently exist.
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Figure 14 – Examples of eco-labels.

As has been identified by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the overall goal of these 
labels and declarations is:

“...through communication of verifiable and accurate information, that is not misleading, on environmental 
aspects of products and services, to encourage the demand for and supply of those products and services 
that cause less stress on the environment, thereby stimulating the potential for market-driven continuous 
environmental improvement”.
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+ info 
For more on eco-labelling, see: 

Global Ecolabelling Network: http://www.gen.gr.jp/publications.html

Global Ecolabelling Network: http://www.globalecolabelling.net/pdf/pub_pdf01.pdf 
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